[Th1/Th2 balance in acute lymphoblastic leukemia in children].
Analysis of T lymphocytes cytokine profiles allows to differ subpopulations: Th1, Th2, Th3, Tr1. Aim of the study was to assess Th1/Th2 balance in acute lymphoblastic leukemia in children at diagnosis and during/after remission induction, especially during infections. Percentages of lymphocytes T producing IFN-gamma and IL-4 were assessed by flow cytometry. We noted the rise of lymphocytes T helper producing IFN-gamma (Th1) and percentage of lymphocytes T producing IL-4 at the beginning and during remission induction was higher than in control group. During fever/infection we observed the rise of lymphocytes Th1, and no change in Th2 percentage. Summarizing we suggest Th1/Th2 imbalance and Th2 predominance in acute lymphoblastic leukemia in children.